
Daily Reflections 

The Meaning of our Erev Rosh Hashanah Maariv Service 

Adon Olam 

 

 One of the grounding principles in Judaism is klal Yisrael - the entirety of 

Israel.  A Midrash provides that when the Children of Israel stood at Sinai, each 

experienced it according to her or his unique being.  Some were older, perhaps 

more mature.  Some were young.  Everyone heard the same “Sound of Sinai,” but 

each related to it differently.  There was a Oneness to Sinai and a Difference.  

There was both unity and fragment simultaneously.   

 

 Over the generations, so many Jewish traditions have evolved. Each was 

One with the klal – the entirety of Israel – and yet uniquely from other Jewish 

traditions that grew from Sinai.  The design of the Erev Rosh Hashanah Service 

here strives to embrace the paradox of Sinai that has evolved ever since.  Yes, we 

do use musical instruments where it is necessary to embrace those movements that 

have used them to express their heart to God.  Yes, there are other parts of the 

service, such as the main melody theme that runs throughout our worship as well 

as the beautiful hazzanut tradition where only the beauty of the voice is permitted.   

 

 I ask that when you attend tomorrow evening to try your best to experience a 

form of Jewish worship that you are not familiar with so as to fully embrace the 

message of the Midrash of standing at Sinai.  Consider the value of klal Yisrael as 

one of the highest in all of our tradition.  In so doing, each of us might experience 

the inner voice of the person next to us whose tradition differs from that of our 

own and thus make the dream of being a klal, if only for a moment in time, a 

reality.   

 

 I know that sometimes this service may feel like a performance, but the 

intention is solely one of prayer and that our varied traditions serve as a kind of 

Sinai in which we can all stand together, and as the Midrash teaches, hear that 

inner voice where the voice calls us back to Sinai in unity of spirit.  Our task, mine 

included, is to hear the inner voice of the person whom I am praying next to as the 

same as the one that is urging me to stand at Sinai, even though the sound is one 

that I may not be familiar. 

 

 The close of the service is the beautiful prayer Adon Olam.  We have sung 

this many times on Shabbat to Paul Simon’s “Kathy’s Song.”  It has a quiet and 

calm, sense to it. It also conveys a sense of yearning of a distant love that is yet so 

near.  The melody reminds me of the passage from King’s where Elijah the 



Prophet, standing at Sinai, hears the voice of God as the kol d’mmah dakah  the 

still small quivering voice.  It seems right that our relationship to the Eternal One 

on this Rosh Hashanah be expressed within this sacred spirit.  I believe the author 

of this beautiful poem Adon Olam composed this poem with a deep yearning for 

the nearness and connection of that relationship to the Transcendent as Elijah 

experienced on the Mountain of the Lord. 

 

 Attached is a home recording of this Adon Olam that we will pray tomorrow 

evening at the close of our service. 

 

 Shanah Tovah U’metukah 

 May you be written in the Book of Life for a good and sweet year, 

 Rabbi 

 

     

 

 

 


